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Important Dates for June 
 
June 2-  Orientation Night for incoming Gr 5 & 
8 students and parents  7:00 p.m. 
June 2-  Aboriginal Storyteller Leo Sawicki 
June 3-  Gr 7 & 8 Band Concert 7:30 p.m. at 
Gimli High School 
June 4 & 5-  DGJMS presents Romeo & Juliet 
1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Admission $2 
June 4 & 5-  Student Showcase 
June 6-  Gr 5 trip to Lower Fort Garry 
June 6-  Gr 8 camping trip- Camp Arnes 
June 11-  Gr 5-8 Divisional Track & Field Day 
in Arborg 
June 12-  Track & Field Raindate 
June 13-  Welcome to our School Fun Day-   
Gr 7 students from Winnipeg Beach attend 
June 15-  Father’s Day 
June 18-  Gr 7 Field trip 
June 19-  Gr 6 Field trip 
June 20-  Pizza Day 
June 20-  Gr 8 Farewell 1:00 p.m. 
June 23- Admin Day- No Classes 
June 24-  Gr 8 Field trip 
June 25-  Gr 5-8 Tabloid Day 
June 26- Dance in pm 
June 27- Awards Ceremony 10:00 am 
June 27- Last day of classes(dismissal 12:05) 
             - Report Cards go home 
 
 
Sept. 3-  Classes Resume 
 
 
 

 
Principal’s Message 

 
 Dr. George Johnson Middle School has 

had another exciting year as our school community 
experienced many achievements and successes.  
Our students and staff continued to remain focused 
on our mutual goals, both academic and personal. 
  This year the teaching staff of DGJMS again 
continued to face rapid changes with enthusiasm 
and dedication to the students and the community.  
In addition, many extra-curricular activities were 
offered and I want to express my appreciation to all 
of the coaches, staff advisors, and committees and 
special events’ participants who enhanced the life 
of the school.  The support staff has also played an 
integral role in providing valuable services to our 
students, parents and staff.  It is a pleasure to work 
together with such a caring and committed team. 
  There will be some staffing changes for next year.  
Mr. Anders Kuusselka has taken a new position at 
Gimli High School and we wish him all the best and 
thank him for his many years of service to students 
at DGJMS.  Ms. Carlson will be returning to our 
school as counselor and Mrs. Clarke returns as 
Music/Band teacher. We welcome Mrs. Megan 
Vermeylen who will teach gr 5-8 French. 
  Good luck to our grade 8 students who will be 
embarking on the next stretch of their educational 
journey at the Gimli High School 
  As always, if you have any questions or if I can be 
of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to call.  
Have a safe and happy summer holiday! 
 
  Mr. Jim Gibbs
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On Monday, June 2, the Dr. George Johnson 
Middle School is hosting an orientation meeting 
for parents of students entering Grade 5 and 
for parents of Grade 7 students from Winnipeg 
Beach entering Grade 8 at Dr. George 
Johnson Middle School in September 2008.  
Children are welcome to accompany their 
parents.  The orientation will be held at 7:00 
p.m. in our school gymnasium. 
 
This meeting will give us an opportunity to 
introduce our Grade 5 and Grade 8 teachers to 
parents and students.  We look forward to 
meeting you and welcoming your child to 
his/her new school. 
 
On Friday, June 13th, the Dr. George Johnson 
Middle School is inviting Grade 7 students from 
Winnipeg Beach to join in the Welcome to our 
School Fun Day. 
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All report cards will 
be sent home with 
the students on 
June 27th at 12:05 

dismissal. (half day of classes) If students are 
absent the report cards will be mailed home. 
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  Our School office will reopen the week of 
August 25th.  Families who move during the 
summer are asked to register their students in 
August so class lists can be finalized.  We 
would appreciate your help in telling families 
who move into your neighborhood this summer 
of this request. 
Our 2008/2009 Classroom Supply List will also 
be available on our Website as well as in the 
report card envelope at the end of the year. 

 

Note from the Library 
 
Attention all students and parents. 
 
All library books are due back in the library on 
Monday, June 16th.  Please make sure all 
textbooks are returned to classroom teachers. 
 
Thanks for returning your books on time.  Have 
an enjoyable summer! 
 
                          Mrs. Petrowski 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wear Runners! 
 

Please ensure your child has 
proper foot wear (running 
shoes) for Phys. Ed classes.  
We have students coming 
to class in sandals.  These 

are very dangerous and non-
functional for Phys. Ed. 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	
**To Jamison LeBleu and Christine St. Martin 
who won bronze for their invention project at 
MSSS 
**To  staff and students who raised $1608.00 
during the World Vision 30 Hour Famine 
** To all students for their excellent 
performances during the Evergreen Festival of 
the Arts  
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Gimli Minor Hockey 
 

Please note that hockey registrations will be 
held earlier than usual for next season.  
Tentative dates are Tuesday Sept. 2nd and 
Tuesday Sept. 9th.   
 
Please watch the Interlake Spectator in late 
August for definite dates and times. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Farewell to Jinny 
If you do not know who Jinny 
was she was the Korean 
exchange student of 
Mrs.Einarson’s grade 6 class. 

Jinny’s real name was Sojin Jeong. Jinny came 
here in January. She stayed here till Thursday, 
May 22, exactly 5 months. When she left on 
Thursday, her family went to Toronto to tour 
Canada. She will be at South Korea on May 
31.  Jinny was a very smart and funny student 
and to most a friend. We hope she had a great 
stay at Canada, and that she has a safe flight 
home and that she remembers us.  WE’LL 
MISS YOU JINNY!!!  

 
-Dominique Chudd 
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On May,26th/2008, we had a pirate party for the 
closing of our class’s Language Arts class 
curriculum. We all shared our  
Stories and mobiles with  
Mrs. Robinson and Mrs. Bryant’s classes. We 
had the pirate party turned into a farewell party 
for our Korean student Jinny. 
We all had fun and we’ll all miss her!!!  
 Adriana Todaro 
   

 
 

In Grade 6 Mrs.Einarson’s and Mrs. 
Bryant’s class were invited to go celebrate 
Manitoba’s birthday, at the Gimli Manitoba 
Museum. 

The class thought it was a great idea 
and same with the teachers.    
On May I2th 2008 we all went to the museum 
and celebrated Manitoba’s birthday, we all had 
a blast!   

As soon as we got there we started 
celebrating and enjoy this great opportunity.     

Then later we split into two groups and 
one group got to look around the Museum and 
the other group got to watch a little movie. 
Then later we all got cookies and juice.  

We couldn’t switch groups because that 
day was early dismissal, but we all were very 
happy that we got to go see the museum.  

As a little souvenir we all got little pins 
that we could put on our shirts, they said on the 
pins… Gimli, Manitoba.  

I will never forget that awesome day that 
my class and Mrs. Bryant’s class got to go 
celebrate Manitoba’s Birthday! 

Happy Birthday Manitoba! 
By:  Desiree Parisien 
 
 

�
In Mrs. Einarson’s grade 6 Health classes, we 
received a calendar, and made a goal that if 
we filled up 12-15 squares, we would get to go 
to the beach for a double period of activity.�
 
We did this to stay active and fit… Woo hoo 
we’re off to the beach. Don’t forget your 
Sunglasses.  
By:  Skylynn Sigurdson 
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Evergreen School Division Adopting New Reporting Structure for Middle Years 

Students in 2008-2009 
 
Evergreen School Division will be introducing Outcome-Based Reporting in Grades 5 and 6 in 2008-2009, and in Grades 
7 and 8 in 2009-2010. This new reporting format will identify learning outcomes in each subject area, and report on 
student’s learning in relation to those outcomes using a performance scale.  

This change in reporting will provide parents with more information about their child’s progress 
toward the achievement of learning outcomes, addressing student’s strengths and areas that 
need improvement.  
Percentages will only be used as a range for the performance scale, such as 80%-100% for 
those students who are “meeting outcomes”. This new reporting format is being adopted by 
other school divisions in Manitoba and is supported and endorsed by Manitoba Education 
Citizenship and Youth and current research in student assessment.  
For more information, please visit http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/csl/csl_doc.pdf 
to view the document ‘Communicating Student Learning’, visit the Evergreen website 
http://www.esd.mb.ca or talk to your school Principal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evergreen School Division holds Successful “ Soirée Française”  
 

On April 23, Evergreen School Division French Students celebrated French education in our division.  A “Soirée 
Française” was held at Dr. George Johnson School with participation from middle and senior years students from schools 
in Arborg, Riverton and Gimli.  The evening included a variety of presentations including videos, songs, poems, skits and 
a presentation on travel opportunities as well as samples of student work.  There was also a divisional speech contest.  
Entrants were judged on quality of French used in their speech, pronunciation, and presentation.  Grade Five students 
presented a pre-chosen poem while students in Grade Six and up presented a speech on a topic of their choice.   The 
speech contest was sponsored by “Canadian Parents for French” and the winners, who advanced to the Provincial level 
on May 3 at St. Boniface College were:  Bailey Sigvaldason (Grade 5 – Arborg), Madision Senkow (Grade 7 – Arborg), 
Peter Kowalchuk (Grade 10 – Gimli) and Leanne Eyford (Grade 12 – Gimli).  Also advancing to provincials was Missy 
Thevenot (Grade 11 – Gimli) in the Late Immersion Category.   
 
The Soirée was a wonderful opportunity for parents and students to experience what is happening to keep French culture 
and education alive in Evergreen School Division.  If you would like more information on French education in our division, 
please contact your school’s French Specialist or Shelly Dankochik (Basic French Consultant) at Gimli High School.   
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It’s been busy in the gym this spring.  Both the Girls and Boys 
Basketball teams won the Divisional Basketball tournaments this year.  Then 
we moved right into Badminton.  Our athletes won eight of the ten medals 
available.  Tai Dankochik and Chad Sauerborn won singles, Tyler Hurak and 
Fraser Olson won mixed doubles, and Madison Biluk and Sara Ward won 
girls doubles.  Jordan Welch, Robin Banera and Eric Sveinson placed 
second in their events. 
We are now preparing for Track & Field Divisionals which will be held in  

  Arborg on June 11. 
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*Did you know there are hundreds of animal rabies in Canada every year?  
These animals, mostly wildlife, can expose people or pets to rabies. 
*Why is it important to know about rabies?  Because rabies is a dangerous 
disease caused by a virus that is life-threatening for people, and kills many 

animals. 
*Who gets rabies?  Animals that can get rabies are skunks, raccoons, foxes, dogs, cats and farm 
animals like cows.  The Interlake region has a very high number of skunks, which increases the risk 
of rabies contact to us and our pets. 
*How does an animal get rabies?  Rabies is spread by being bitten, scratched or licked by an animal 
that has rabies in their saliva. 
*How do you know if an animal has rabies?  Animals with rabies may act differently from healthy 
animals.  Wild animals may act tame, and pets that are usually friendly may snap at you or try to bite. 
*How can you prevent rabies?  Do not approach unfamiliar or wild animals.  Make sure your pets are 
vaccinated for rabies. 
*What should you do if an animal bites or scratches you?  Wash the bite with soap and water right 
away.  Children should make sure to tell an adult immediately.  Call your doctor or go to the nearest 
hospital emergency right away.  All animal bites should be treated right away. 
 
**This information is brought to you from your local Public Health Office, 
For more information, call your local public health office, your local veterinary clinic, or Health Links-
Info Sante at 1-888-315-9257 
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Thank you to everyone who entered Author of the month in May. Our feature author was Gordon 
Korman. He wrote many series such as Dive and On the Run which are very popular in our library. 
Korman wrote his first book at the age of 12 which was based on one of his 7th grade teachers. So 
keep on writing kids, you never know!! 
 
The winners of the Author of the month contest are: 
Desiree Parisien, Haley Cvar, Julia Minarik, Marinna Minne and Stephanie Banera 
 
Grand Prize Winner: 
John Costello 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all their help in the library this year: to the 
students and staff for helping at the book fairs and the Parent Advisory Council for the donations of 
four beanbag chairs and two computers  to our library. The kids love the new computers and chairs! 
Thank-you! 
 
I hope everyone has a safe and fun summer break! 
 
Happy reading 
Mrs. Petrowski 
 
*******************************************************************************************************************
******************************************************************************************************************* 
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Aboriginal Education Program – “ Visions”                  
 
Aboriginal Education is for all students. Evergreen School Division has included the 
Aboriginal perspective in as many areas of the curriculum as possible from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12.  
 
An impressive Aboriginal collection has been built up to provide the necessary resources 
for all teachers and support staff to incorporate the Aboriginal perspective in the 
curriculum. Educators can choose from books, videos, art, puppets, music, posters and more in 55 themes 
related to Aboriginal education. Resources are appropriate for all age groups and skill levels. The Aboriginal 

Collection has been itemized on the Evergreen School Division website 
under the program section and can be viewed at www.esd.mb.ca 
  
Aboriginal Education gives us another way to see the world, to address 
current issues and historical events that have shaped who we are and where 
we’ve come from as Canadians.  Embrace Aboriginal Education and 
encourage your children to ask questions and get involved in classroom 
discussions and activities. 
 

As part of our student registration process we have outlined the following information to answer any questions 
you might have about why you are being encouraged to fill out the section titled the “Aboriginal Identity Field.”  
This data will support our efforts to plan and improve programs in a way that is responsive to Aboriginal 
learners in our School Division.   
 
If any parents or members of our communities would like to hear more about the Aboriginal Education Program 
or get involved please call Penny Ross, Aboriginal Education Coordinator at 642-8546 or send an email to 
pross@esd.mb.ca  Questions and ideas are always welcome!  

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 	 � � � � 
 	 	 	 	 	
The Aboriginal Identity Field (AIF) collects information about the 
ancestral/cultural background of Aboriginal students. The purpose of this 
information is to assist schools, school divisions and the Department of 
Education, Citizenship and Youth (ECY) plan programs to improve student 
success.  

Questions and Answers - For  Parents 

1. What is the Abor iginal Identity Field? 
The Aboriginal Identity Field (AIF) is used to collect information based on ancestral/cultural identity associated with 
Aboriginal people in Manitoba. The field does not collect information about the individual using the legal definition 
(such as First Nations, Metis, or Inuit). However, as many of the legal definitions relate to the language spoken, they 
may seem to overlap. As an example, though one may be Metis by legal definition, the language (or languages) spoken 
may be one of the Michif dialects used in the province.  

2.  Why is this data being collected? 
The provincial government understands the importance of noting and tracking the success of Aboriginal students. 
Monitoring grades, academic performance, graduation/dropout rates and student transfer rates will help schools, school 
divisions and government to improve Aboriginal education. That is the main reason parents/guardians are asked to 
voluntarily declare when registering their child in Manitoba schools. 
 
3. Doesn’ t Stats. Canada collect this information? I f so, why do we have to fill out the form? 
Statistics Canada collects information about Aboriginal Identity based on the Legal Definition of 
Aboriginal people as identified in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  
Statistics Canada does collect information on some Aboriginal languages spoken in the 
household but it does not typically collect the language and cultural elements. Statistics 
Canada gathers this information primarily through the census every 5 years. Census data does 
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not provide the level of detail required nor does it provide the data on a yearly basis. The data collected through 
the AIF represents a more complete picture and it is updated yearly.  

4. My child is Metis, which box do I check?  
Depending on what is applicable for you, you may check up to three identity boxes. The Manitoba Metis 
Federation has requested that all children who are Metis check the Metis (Michif) box and any language that 
may be used in the family.  

5. My children are Treaty, which boxes do I  check?  
You would check the box (or boxes) most closely related to your family, such as Anishinaabe or Cree as examples.  

6. I’m a First Nation member and my wife is Metis, which box do we check?  
For all families which have multiple ancestral/cultural elements, choose those that make the most sense. You 
can check up to three, so check the three most relevant to your family. In this case, you would likely check 
Metis and up to two of the other Aboriginal identifiers.  

7. I  know I ’m Abor iginal but I  don’ t speak any Abor iginal languages. Do I  still check any boxes?  
If you are unsure what language your family may have spoken in the past, you can check the Aboriginal Other category.  

8. My child is adopted and Abor iginal while his family is not Abor iginal, what box do I  check? 
You may check the box most appropriate for your child. If you do not know the linguistic/cultural background and you still 
want to declare your child’s ancestry, you can do so by using the Aboriginal Other field. 

9. I  moved to Manitoba from Alber ta, and my language isn’ t listed in the list. What box do I  check? 
As the list of languages spoken by Aboriginal people in North America is quite large, the AIF uses the majority of the 
languages spoken in Manitoba. If your language is not listed, please check the box labeled Aboriginal Other (and indicate 
if known, the language(s) spoken). In future versions of the AIF, these changes may be incorporated.  

10. There are so many languages to choose from and my language choice is spelled differently than I  remember  it 
being spelled, is it likely the same?  
There are many different ways of spelling the major language groups. The Aboriginal Languages of Manitoba (ALM) 
defined the language spellings as listed on the form. As an example the word Ojibwe, can be spelled, Ojibway and Ojibwa. 
They can be considered the same for the purposes of the AIF. The same can be said of the Inuktituq. It can also be spelled 
as Inuktitut. Both are considered to be the language spoken by the Inuit people.  

11. I ’ ve already filled this form out a couple of years ago, do I  need to fill it out every year?  
No. If you know that you have filled out the form in the past for your child, you don’ t need to repeat it. At times the 
information may need to be updated (such as new children entering the school system) or changes to the AIF field. In the 
first case, you will likely be given a new registration form for your child when they enter the school system. You can fill it 
out at this time. In the second case, if there are changes to the field that require your input, the school will include the new 
request in the letter it sends home to parents.  

12. We’ve moved to a different school in a different school division, do I  need to fill this form out again? 
If you know that you have filled out this form in the past, you likely don’ t need to fill the form out again. However, some 
schools like to have this information available to them to help in their own planning. Talk to your school about this. If you 
are new to the school division, we encourage you to fill out the form for each of your children attending school.  

The above information was taken from the Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth website: 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/aed/abidentity.html 
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Entry form for a $150.00 bursary for the Learn to Sail Program at the Gimli Yacht Club. Only students of SSES and 
Dr. George Johnson are allowed to enter. Please fill out an entry form for one per child. Lifejackets provided. 
 
Name of child ______________________________ 
Home phone number ________________________ 
School  ___________________________________ 
 
Age as of July 2008  
Age 6-10  _____  a.m. session 
Age 11-14 ____   p.m. session 
 
My child is available to attend the Gimli Yacht Club Sailing School during the week of Aug. 4-8, 2008 __________ 
My child is confident in and around water ________ 
 
Parent’s signature ____________________________ 
 
Entry deadline is June 13, 2008.  For more info: Cliff Carefoot cell: 204-770-8779 
Please return entries to the school office your child attends. GYC will draw 1 name for each age group and will notify the winners. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  
 
 

 
 
Entry form for a $150.00 bursary for the Learn to Sail Program at the Gimli Yacht Club. Only students of SSES and 
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Name of child ______________________________ 
Home phone number ________________________ 
School  ___________________________________ 
 
Age as of July 2008  
Age 6-10  _____  a.m. session 
Age 11-14 ____   p.m. session 
 
My child is available to attend the Gimli Yacht Club Sailing School during the week of Aug. 4-8, 2008 __________ 
My child is confident in and around water ________ 
 
Parent’s signature ____________________________ 
 
Entry deadline is June 13, 2008.  For more info: Cliff Carefoot cell: 204-770-8779 
Please return entries to the school office your child attends. GYC will draw 1 name for each age group and will notify the winners. 
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TEACHING STAFF 

2008 - 2009 

 

Principal         Mr. Jim Gibbs 

Grade 5    Mrs. Darlene Drabik 

Grade 5    Mrs. Brenda Robinson 

Grade 6    Mrs. Jocelynn Bryant 

Grade 6    Mrs. Pam Einarson 

Grade 7    Mrs. Laureen Grimolfson 

Grade 7    Ms. Maureen Fergus 

Grade 8     Mrs. Patti Stouffer 

Grade 8    Mr. Paul Bailey 

Grade 8    Mrs. Elaine Kowalchuk 

Phys. Ed.    Mr. Joseph Haycock 

French    Mrs. Megan Vermeylen 

Resource    Mr. John Sarkozi 

Music & Grade 8 Band Mrs. Heather Clarke 

Grade 7 Band   Mr. Mike Cherlet 
 


