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IMPORTANT DATES IN FEBRUARY 

 
February is òI Love to Read Monthó 
 
February 2 ð Groundhog Day. 
 
February 9 ð Entry deadline for Evergreen  
Festival of the Arts.  
 
February 10- Report Cards sent home. 
 
February 10- Manitoba Theatre for Young 
People performing òRussellõs Worldó @ 
2:15PM for K-6 students.  
 
February 11- PD Day.  No classes. 
 
February 14- Early Dismissal @ 1:45 PM 
Valentine Parties/Winter Fun Day  
 
February 21 Louis Riel Day.  No Classes. 
 
February 25 ð Hot Dog Day.  
 

Principalõs Message 
 
We have been experiencing colder 

weather the last couple of weeks and it is 

important that students are dressed 

warmly for the weather. Students go 

outside until the temperature reaches -

27
0
C and it can be very uncomfortable 

outside for students that are not dressed 

properly.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our year is now almost half finished and 

report cards will be sent home on 

February 10
th
. If you have any questions 

please contact your son/daughterôs 

teacher. Now is the time to talk with 

teachers and work together to address 

any educational concerns. 

 

February is ñI Love to Readò month and 

we have a range of activities planned for 

students to participate in. Our local 

celebrity, Chrissy Troy will be visiting 

out school during the month to meet and 

read to students. Reading is the most 

important skill required to be successful 

today and we all become better readers 

through practice. AEMYS focuses on 

reading throughout the entire year, but 

this month allows us to celebrate our 

reading endeavors. 

 

We are already beginning planning for 

the 2011/2012 school year and the 

School Board is busy setting the school 

division budget. Currently we have 31 

students registered for Kindergarten, 

which is excellent. Unfortunately we 

have had a number of families move out 

of Arborg during the past year which 

means overall decrease in our student 
population.  

 

Have a great February, and rememberé 

 
We love to read at 

AEMYS!!!!!  

 
February 

2011 
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PARKING 

We would like remind all 

community members there 

is no parking in the bus 

lane at anytime. There are 

of ten busses coming to 

the school throughout the 

day to pick up students 

for sporting and extra 

curricular trips. Parking is 

permitted along David St. 

on both sides of the road 

and along our new 

boulevard. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

 

 
28 Ways to Develop  Literacy and a 

Love of Reading  

 

1. Keep a wide variety of reading material on 

hand, including different types of books -

"easy" books, picture books, reference 

books, comic books-- catalogues and 

magazines.  

2. Read to your child (even if she's old 

enough to read to herself). Snuggle up and 

make books feel good  

3. When you read to your child, read for 

periods of time that are comfortable for 

both of you. Build "listening stamina" if 

necessary.  

4. Be enthusiastic and lively when you read to 

your child, even if you're rea ding the same 

book for the hundredth time !  

 

 

 

5. Read, read, read ! Model a love of reading.  

6. Make time to read-just for reading! Help 

your child do the same.  

7. Let your child read to you or to other 

children.  Make chore charts with pictures 

or words. Have a party and invite children 

to come as their favourite storybook 

characters.  

8. Get your child a library card.  Respect 

personal preferences. Allow your child to 

make choices about the books she wants to 

read ( or have you read to her) .Resist 

making judgments about her selections 

because her interests are different from 

yours, or when she chooses a book you 

think is too "young" for her.  

9. Take your child to readings or storytelling 

sessions at your library, place of worship, 

bookstores, or community centre. G o to 

book signings to meet favourite authors.  

10. Encourage your child to participate in 

read-a-thons.  Help with school book fairs.  

11. Encourage your child to keep a private 

journal or diary (which no one else can read 

unless invited).  

12. Encourage your child to write her own 

books or stories. Bind her stories and 

illustrations, or keep them in a notebook. 

(Many print or copy shops can laminate 

covers and provide different types of 

bindings.)  

13. Point out letters and words on signs, 

buildings or packages. Ask your c hild to 

look for certain letters, words, shapes or 

colours when you're in the car together or 

in the supermarket.  

14. Explain vocabulary as you read, rather than 

asking your child to look it up.  

15. Read a book together and then watch it on 

video or go to a chil dren's theatre 

production. (Or read the book after you 

see the play or video.)  

16. Get books on tape for your child to listen 

to. Story tapes can entertain some 

children for fairly long stretches of time 

and can be particularly useful on long 

drives or in the  supermarket, for example  

17. Be willing to abandon a book in the middle 

if your child doesn't like it.  

18. Have each person in your family read the 

same book and then talk about it.  

19. Have your child write letters to her 

favourite authors.  

 



20. Encourage your chil d to tell stories to go 

with pictures or music, to make up a song 

to go with a certain story, to illustrate a 

story you read to her (or one she listens to 

on tape), or to act out a story after you've 

read it together.  

21. Label things in the house, especially  in her 

room.  

22. Give books as gifts. Ask for books as gifts 

for yourself.   

23. Let the books you read inspire fun follow -

up activities. Look for more information 

about a particular place, event, topic, 

holiday or animal, for example, that you 

read about.  

24. Build, cook or make something that was 

mentioned or described in the book.  

25. Talk about the characters in your child's 

favourite books as if they were a part of 

your life (for example, as if they were in 

the car with you, going to school with your 

child or hav ing dinner with your family).  

26. Ask your child to imagine herself in 

situations she reads about, to describe 

how she would dress, feel or react in those 

situations.  

27. Let your child respond emotionally to 

stories she's read.  

28. Turn off the television from tim e to time. 

Restrict the number of hours your family 

watches TV.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Love to Read Month  

 

February is I Love to Read Month and once again the 

committee has planned some fun activities for the students to 

encourage and promote the love of reading.  We will be 

getting a visit from hometown celebrity Chrissy Troy who will be 

reading with all the classes on Feb.18 th . We will be having 

Stop/Drop and Read where students will stop what they are 

doing and pick up a book for 10 minutes.  February 25 th will be 

pajama day.  Students can come to school in their pjõs and 

classes will get together for buddy reading.  There will be milk 

and cookies provided.  The school will be participating in a 

campaign from Scholastic called òYour Class Can Make a 

Differenceó. The students are encouraged to each read and 

record 10 books. For every class that reaches the goal 

Scholastic will donate 100 books to those in need across 

Canada. We will be charting our progress. We want to put a 

new spin on some traditional Fairy Tales  and have the students 

change a Fairy Tale, write their own version, and have them on 

display in the library.  There will be a book club for the Middle 

Years students, and weõll be reading Midnight for Charlie Bone.  

Have a great month and have fun reading !!!! 
 

NEWS FROM THE YOUNG PHILANTHROPIST CLUB 
 
The YPC will be holding a homemade chicken noodle soup sale on Thursday, 
February 10th.  The cost is $2.00 for soup, crackers  and 2 chocolate chip 
cookies.  Orders are due Tuesday, Feb. 8th. 
 
We have orders for 34 Empty Bowls. 
Students will be making the bowls in the next couple of weeks, with the soup 
kitchen to follow in March .

 
 
 

 



 
 
The Litterless Lunch Challenge 
 
Congratulations and thank you to all that participated in our 
ôLitterless Lunch Challengeõ. It was amazing to see the reduction in 
the amount of garbage produced on that day. Although it is not 
realistic to expect a litterless lunch every day, this challenge does 
make us aware of the amount of garbage we produce. We will be 
having our next Litterl ess Lunch Challenge on February 24th.  

 

 

 

 

 

Flavour of Mazatlan 
With the recent cold weather, thoughts turn to travel and exotic destinations.  

Mathew Deneka Kaprway recently visited Mazatlan and filed a report on restaurants that 

are worth the visit. 

The first restaurant that my taste buds visited was La Cascada.  With a nice curb 

appeal and cleanliness, there was a hint of promise.  Typically, you want a taste of the 

culture, but we started out with lasagna.  It was very tasty, but the portion was a little 

small.  The real payoff was the dessert; a cream puff that melted in your mouth.  

Definitely, I recommend the cream puff for dessert!  7 out of 10. 

The next restaurant on our hit list was Panthos.  They specialize in ribs; need I say 

more!  The ribs were great, the place was clean, and the dessert was good.  After 

ñporkingò out on ribs, I tried the Strawberry Cheese Cake which was unbelievable. 6 out 

of 10. 

You may think all I did was eaté..well, youôre right!  The Sushi Barr was up 

next.  This place was the cleanest yet, but unfortunately, the service was non-existent.     

We made reservations, thinking it was going to be busy, and we were the only ones there!  

The California Rolls were simply outstanding; they had to be because we didnôt even 

order dessert.  Wasabi! 9 out of 10. 

Finally, it was the Italian Restaurante.  They had the best service and the baked 

Cannelloni was unbelievable!  Youôve got to try the mozza sticks!  Regarding the dessert, 

Iôve been having such good luck with cream puffs, Iôd try one here.  It didnôt even come 

close to La Cascada; definitely, I donôt recommend the cream puff. 8 out of 10. 

There are so many choices when you are in Mazatlan; these few recommendations 

may help you get started to not only enjoy the sun but the tastes as well. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Roving Reporter:  Mathew Deneka Kaprawy 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Science Symposium 2011 
 

Plans and tasks are in full swing for our upcoming Science symposium.  The 

dates for AEMYS are March 3
rd
 and 4

th
, and divisional will be on Tuesday, 

March 8
th
 at Dr. George Johnson School.  Students and staff have been 

working hard at our school on projects as well some students have been 

designing posters for the divisional advertisement.  Keep an eye out around 

the community for these posters.   

 

The divisional committee will be meeting again at our school in the middle 

of February.  I will be there if you have any information to pass along.  Mr. 

Truscott has ordered the backboards for those students who needed one, if 

you have and questions please call him at the school.    I am more than 

happy to help any student with their project after school, please let me know 

what day and time you would require some assistance.   

 

If any students have not started on their project, they should seriously 

consider doing so before time runs out.   

 

Have fun and enjoy Science! 
 
Alicia Skoropet 

Divisional Committee Chair for 

AEMYS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Arborg Early Middle Years School  
 PAC Meeting  

January 11, 2011  
7:00 p.m. at AEMYS  

 
Present: Mrs. Kicenko, Karen Jenks, Tanya Stogrin, Kris Gudmundson, Joe 

Stogrin, Judy Nichol, Alicia Skoropet, Koby Wiebe, Johnathon 
Eastman, Martin and Jody  

 
1. Karen called meeting to order at 7:14 pm.  
 
2. Kris Gudmundson adopted the old minutes.  
 
3.  Old Business  

a. Thank you to Madame Ballard for purchasing the item for the gift 
baskets.  Gift card and thank you letter was dropped off with 
Annie. 

b. Fundraiser ð Joe was to talk to Tom.  What info did he get?  Judy 
brought the Manitoba Community Services Council application for 
the PAC to apply for fu nding and bingos in order to be able to put 
electricity, soil, lights and by supplies for the greenhouse.  

c. Farm to School Fundraiser ð Karen will find out if the high school 
is doing this fundraiser again this year.  

4.  New Business 
a. French club presentation ð Martin and Jody spoke to the PAC that 

they are fundraising for the YMCA French exchange.  This year 
there are 10 students from Arborg and 12 from Gimli going to St. 
Agapit, Quebec February 3 to 10 th, 2011.  The students from  
Ecole Secondaire Beaurivage in St. Agapit, Quebec will be coming 
to Arborg, MB from May 7 to 14, 2011.  In total the students 
estimate that they need to raise $5,000 to $6,000 dollars.  The 
Arborg students need to raise $2,500 to $3,000.  These funds are 
used to cover the food, transpor tation and activities while the 
students from Ecole Secondaire Beaurivage are here.  The YMCA 
covers all of the flight costs and any hotel costs if required.  Last 
year we donated $500 when 27 students from Arborg went to 
Quebec.  It was decided that the P AC will donate to the French 
exchange but the amount was not decided.  Karen will talk to the 
George Johnson PAC and see what they intend to donate.  The 
amount that the AEMYS PAC will donate is to be decided at the 
next meeting.  

b. School Renovations ð to be  discussed in the principalõs report  
c. Evergreen Public Budget Meeting will be held on February 22 nd in 

Arborg. 
 
 
 



 
 

5. Principalõs Report 
a. 2011 ð 2012 School Division Budget ð Do not anticipate any big 

provincial increases.  Assume the Board will try to maint ain what 
is currently in place in the division.  

b. Report Cards to go home on February 10th. 
c. Enrollment ð We are anticipating  a larger Kindergarten class for 

the 11/12 school year.  With 32 students moving to the High 
School and 20 students entering grade 1 we will be looking at a 
staff reduction.  This compounded due to the number of families 
that have moved away during the year.  

Grade 
Sept 
11/12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Total Enrollment 30 20 26 22 38 29 33 29 25 32 

 
d. PAC Raffle Draw - $980.00.  Account total $3,9 69.72 
e. Bingo Grant ð The greenhouse still requires electrical connection 

($3000.00) and miscellaneous supplies such as tables, hoses, 
watering cans, plants, potting tolls, etc. ($1000.00)  Not sure if 
this is a big enough project for the grant.  The grant c ould be for 
additional playground items such as a cement pad for skipping, 
playing with chalk, or a middle years tennis court.  Playground 
equipment could quickly add up to a more substantial amount.  
Last time we received $16,000 from this grant.  

f.  Renovations ð Daniel Howe indicated that the province would 
renovate the space for the washroom but that would be it.  It is 
up to the division if the items in that room are relocated.  We 
originally thought this would not be too expensive since they 
would just mo ve the current items.  IF we also do an expansion 
this will cost significantly more.  Since we would be altering the 
washrooms, the maintenance department would redo the entire 
washroom instead of trying to do a patch job.  During our 
conversations about t he space requirements I expressed that the 
space would not be usable by PAC or student groups unless we 
expand it and that I would assist financially to ensure we could 
meet everyoneõs needs. 

 

The first budget meeting is January 12 th for Evergreen School 
Division.  It is difficult as the trustees donõt know what the provincial 
funding will be until after they have begun budget meetings.  
 

Enrollment will affect the allocation of teaching assignments and 
hopefully not the number of teachers.  There will be 2 kindergarten 
classes for sure in 2011/2012 since there are already 30 students 
enrolled in Kindergarten Here I Come.  The Kindergarten program is 
funded separately to grades 1 to 8 and therefore the enrollment in  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
grades 1 to 8 decide the funding a llocation from the province. In  
order for students to count towards to funding allocation they must 
be present on September 30th not just enrolled.  
 
Kris Gudmundson discussed the school renovations to have a 
grooming room installed for the special needs students at the school 
board meeting and was told that the Public School Finance Board 
(PSFB) only pays to replace things outdoors when renovations are 
done and this does not apply to indoor renovations.  The school will 
be renovated for the grooming room.   Kris will find out if the tender 
has gone out for the job and if the contract has been awarded.  It 
was decided that the PAC would write a letter to Daniel Howe stating 
that we understand the need for the grooming room but at the same 
time it will have a  great impact on the entire school as the kitchen is 
used to organize fundraising bake sales, hot dog day as well as used 
by the philanthropy  club and student council. Karen will start the 
letter and sent it around by email for suggestions.  If we receive a 
negative reply from Daniel Howe then we will request to go as a 
delegation to the Evergreen School Board meeting and present to 
them the impact this will have on the school since any renovations to 
the girlõs washroom are not allocated for in the current renovations.   

 

6. Correspondence 
a. News from the Board 
b. MAPC Newsletter and Chairpersonõs Breakfast Application ð Karen 
will see if she can attend the Chairpersonõs breakfast on January 
22nd, 2011. 

 
7. Next meeting will be at March 14 th, 2011 at 7pm in the AEMYS Staff 

Room.  All are welcome to come and discuss any concerns they have. 
 
8. Meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm.  




